THE  SUN   AND  THE   SERPENT

transform himself into a Naga, amid songs and
instrumental music.1

In Gurhwal and Kemaon I have not met with
any representation of Jimuta-vahana in the
Naga temples, which are numerous. The legend,
therefore, is probably local.

It has already been mentioned that in some
of his temples Basdeo or Vasuki is represented
as holding in his hand, or sometimes in each hand,
a disc or chakra, which the priests call " Naga
ka bhan." Surya the Sun-god is represented
as holding a similar object. So also are Indru
Naga (Nahush) and other Naga rajas. This disc
evidently represents the Sun.

Most of the temples of the Naga rajas are built
of massive logs of cedar, and are sheltered in
fine old cedar groves. In the Chenab valley
many of the grandest trees were, sad to say, cut
up into railway sleepers not long ago. The
cedar, kelu, or deodara (tree of the gods) is sacred
throughout the Hindu Kush and the Himalaya,
as it was in ancient Babylonia, and the neighbour-
ing countries.

Branches of this tree are burned at sacrifices
to keep off evil spirits, and the smoke is inhaled
by the inspired prophets with the same object.
It was not only amongst the people of the hills

1 " Buddhist Annals of Western World" (Beal), i. 210
(note).
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